Conflict of Interest Policy
Town of Cabot, Vermont

W

F. Public interest means an interest of the commumty as a whole, conferred generally upon all res1dents of the
mumc1pa11ty « »

~.G. Public officer means a person elected or statutorily-appointed to perform executive, administrative,
legislative, or qua31-Jud101al functions for the mum01pa11ty This term does not include any mumc1pa1 :

- employee.

“H. Quasi-judicial proceeding means a case in which the legal rights of one or more persons who are granted
party status are adjudicated, which is conducted in such a way that all parties have opportunities to present

. evidence and to cross-examine witnesses presented by other parties; and which results in a written decision, .- '

the result of whlch is appealable by a party toa hlgher authority.

- Artlcle 5. Prohlblted Conduct.

AA public officer shall not participate in any ofﬁ01a1 action if he or she has a conﬂlct of 1nterest in the matter
under consideration. ‘

B. A public officer shall not personally — or through any member of his or her household, business associate,
employer or employee — represent, appear for, or negotiate in a private capacity on behalf of any person or
organization in a cause, proceeding, application, or other matter pendmg before the public body in which the
public officer holds office. -

C. A public ofﬁcer shall not accept gifts or other offerlngs for personal gain by v1rtue of his or her public office
- that are not available to the public in general.

D. A public officer shall not use resources unavailable to the general public — including but not limited to
municipal staff time, equipment, supplies, or facilities — for private gain or personal purposes. '

Article 6. Disclosure. A public officer who has reason to believe that he or she has or may have a conflict of
interest in a part1cula1 matter shall, prior to participating in any official action on the matter, pubhcly disclose at
a public meeting or public hearing that he or she has an actual or perceived conflict of interest in the matter
under consideration and disclose the nature of the actual or perceived conflict of interest. Alternatively, a public
officer may request that another public officer recuse him or herself from a matter dueto a conflict of interest.

Article 7. Consideration of Recusal. Once there has been a disclosure of an actual or perceived conflict of
interest,. other public officers shall be afforded an opportunity to ask questions or make comments about the
situation. If a previously unknown conflict is discovered during a meeting or hearing conducted by a public
body of the municipality, the public body shall take evidence pertalmng to the conflict and, if approprlate
adjourn to an executive session to address the conflict. ,
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this meeting occur in pubhc If approprlate the Cabot Selectboard may admomsh the offending pubhc

~ officer in private.
3. If the Cabot Selectboard decides that further action is warranted, the Cabot Selectboard may admomsh
the offending public officer at an open meeting and reflect this action in the minutes of the meeting. The

public officer shall be given the opportunity to respond to the admonishment.

4. Upon majority vote in an open meeting, the Cabot Selectboard may request (but not. order) that the g

offending pubhc officer resign from his or her office. .

B. Enforcement Against Appomted Officers. The Cabot Selectboard may choose to follow any of the steps -

articulated in Article 11A..In addition to or in lieu of any of those steps the Cabot Selectboard may choosev
-+ to remove an appointed: ofﬁcer from office, subject to state law. e o R

Article 12. Exception. The recusal provisions of Article 8 shall not apply if the Cabot Selectboard determines
that an emergency exists and that actions of the pubhc ‘body otherwise could not take place. In such a case, a
public officer who has reason to.believe he or she has a conﬂ1ct of interest shall disclose such conflict as

prov1ded in Art1cle 6

Artlcle 13. Effectlve Date. This pohcy shall become effective 1mmed1ately upon its adoptlon by the Cabot
Selectboard. .

~ Date: MWL» G\Dl@\,OI’7
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